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Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  Report  for  1910 : — 

Our  Sanitary  District  consists  of  24  parishes  with  a 
total  population  of  17,503,  according  to  the  Census  of 
igoi. 

I'his  is  the  total  population,  but  for  statistical  purposes 
the  inmates  of  the  Asylum  and  of  Warley  Barracks  must  be 
deducted,  leaving  thereby  a population  of  15,192,  on  which  all 
rates  have  been  calculated,  with  the  exception  of  the  total 
deaths  registered  in  the  whole  district,  as  this  total  includes 
these  institutions,  and  is  therefore  calculated  on  the  total 
population. 

The  Workhouse  is  included  in  this  figure,  as  the  inmates 
are  drawn  almost  exclusively  from  the  Union  District.  The 
deaths  of  inmates  belonging  to  the  Brentwood  Urban  District 
are  returned  there  and  not  included. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  362,  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  23’8  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  1909  was  25-75. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  423.  Of  these 
243  occurred  in  the  Asylum,  5 in  the  Brentwood  Cottage 
Hospital,  2 in  the  New  Lodge  Sanatorium.  170  occurred 
in  the  district  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  : of  these  latter 
II  in  the  Workhouse  belonged  to  the  Brentwood  District  and 
have  been  transferred  to  that  locality,  as  stated  above. 

The  total  death  rate,  calculated  on  all  deaths  which 
occurred  in  the  district  and  including  all  institutions,  was  24-1. 

The  death  rate  for  the  district,  exclusive  of  the  institu- 
tions was  10-4. 

There  were  30  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year,  giving 
an  infantilejnortality  of  8o-6  per  1000  of  births. 

There  are  no  separate  localities, 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Billericay  R.5.  District. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  the  Year  1910. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District 

AT  subjoined  ages. 

Total 
deaths 
in  pub- 
lic in- 
stituti- 
ons in 
Distct. 

16 

Causes  of  Death. 

I 

All 

ages. 

2 

Under 

I year. 

3 

I and 
under 

5 

4 

5 and 
under 

15 

5 

15  and 
under 

25 

6 

25  and 
under 

65 

7 

65  and 

up- 

wards. 

8 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup 

Croup 

(Typhus 

Fever  -1  Enteric 

( Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

2 

I 

I 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

2 

I 

I 

Gastritis 

Puerperal  fever 

I 

I 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis 

9 

5 

4 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

4 

2 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

21 

. . 

12 

9 

Bronchitis 

12 

3 

2 

7 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

2 

3 

I 

Pleurisy 

... 

... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs  ... 

I 

I 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

• . 

I 

I 

Venereal  diseases 

I 

I 

. . 

... 

Premature  birth 

5 

5 

. . 

. . . 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 

2 

... 

2 

8 

Heart  diseases 

18 

I 

2 

7 

Accidents 

7 

I 

4 

2 

Suicides 

I 

... 

I 

... 

Senile  Decay... 

26 

... 

... 

26 

Bright’s  disease 

4 

2 

2 

Apoplexy 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

All  other  causes 

35 

15 

2 

2 

6 

10 

All  causes 

159 

30 

5 

2 

7 

48 

67 

... 

6 


TABLE  IV. 

' Essex  County  Asylum. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  the  Year  1910. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District 

Total 

at  subjoined 

AGES. 

deaths 

1 

in  pub- 

All 

Under 

I and 

5 and 

IS  and  zs  and 

65  and 

lie  in- 

Causes  of  Death. 

ages. 

I year. 

under 

under ! 

under ! 

under 

up- 

stituti- 

5 

15 

25  1 

65 

wards. 

ons  in 
Distet. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

16 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever  ... 
Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 

• • • 

• . • 

... 

... 

croup 

. . • 

... 

... 

. . . 

Croup 

. . . 

• • • 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

(Typhus 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Fever  -!  Enteric 

I 

I 

. . . 

( Other  continued 

. . . 

Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

I 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

... 

Enteritis 

4 

I 

Gastritis 

I 

I 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Phthisis 

28 

2 

22 

I 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

4 

•J 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

2 

4 

I 

I 

Hroncbitis 

6 

Pneumonia  ... 

40 

T 

3 

2 

26 

8 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

I 

... 

I 

... 

organs  ... 

4 

I 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

2 

2 

i ... 

. . . 

. . . 

.5 

. . • 

parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

25 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

13 

10 

... 

Suicides 

... 

. . . 

2 

... 

... 

Epilepsy  ...  

Senile  Decay... 

23 

18 

... 

2 

6 

15 

18 

... 

Bright’s  disease 

2 1 

... 

13 

... 

Cerebral  hemorrhage 

g 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

0 

... 

■Ml  other  causes 

51 

« > • 

~ 

3 

5 

45 

4 

3 

All  causes 

243 

2 

I 

7 

17 

157 

59 

! 

7 


TABLE  IV. 

The  Cottage  Hospital,  Shenfield. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  the  Year  1910. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging 

TO  WHOLE  District 

Total 

AT  SUBJOINED 

AGES. 

deaths 

in  pub- 

All 

Under 

I and 

5 and 

I s and 

25  and 

65  and 

lie  in- 

Causes  of  Death. 

ages. 

I year. 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

stituti- 

5 

15 

25 

65 

wards. 

ons  in 
Distet. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

16 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever ... 

... 

Wlioopinu-coui’h 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 

... 

croup  ... 

Croup 

... 

(Typhus 

Fever  ■ Enteric 

. . . 

( Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhcea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  m.alignant  disease  ... 
Bronchitis 

I 

I 

;;; 

... 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

I 

I 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

organs  ... 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Venereal  diseases 

Premature  biith 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

I 

I 

... 

Epilepsy 

Senile  decay  ... 

Bright’s  Disease 

Cerebral  hemorrhage 

All  other  causes 

I 

I 

... 

All  causes 

5 

I 

I 

... 

I 

2 

... 

... 
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Births  in  the  year,  legitimate.  351.  Deaths  in  the  year,  legitimate  infants,  30. 

’•  ” ” illegitimate,  ii.  illegitimate  infants,  none. 
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Plithisis  caused  g deaths  in  the  district — ttiere  were  28 
in  the  Asylum  and  i in  the  Brentwood  Cottage  Hospital 
from  that  cause. 

Cancer  and  other  tnalignant  diseases  caused  21  deaths 
in  the  district,  and  2 in  the  Asylum. 

The  table  below  gives  the  returns  for  the  last  ten 
years  of  both. 

PHTHISIS.  * CANCER. 


Year. 

District. 

Asylum. 

Year. 

District. 

Asylum. 

1901 

II 

29 

1901 

13 

5 

igo2 

6 

19 

1902 

16 

3 

1903 

6 

14 

1903 

20 

5 

1904 

4 

23 

1904 

21 

2 

1905 

12 

22 

1905 

^ I 

3 

1906 

9 

18 

1906 

7 

4 

1907 

13 

18 

1907 

23 

3 

1908 

16 

14 

1908 

8 

3 

1909 

I I 

24 

1909 

10 

7 

1910 

9 

28 

1910 

21 

2 

Total  ... 

97 

209 

Total  ... 

150 

37 

District  population,  15,192. 

'Fhe  number  of  cases  of  Phthisis  notified  during  the  year 
was  8 : of  these  4 were  from  the  Poplar  Branch  Workhouse 
at  Dunton,  and  4 from  the  district. 

The  Act  only  requires  notification  of  those  cases  in  which 
the  patient  is  “ a person  who  is  or  has  been  in  receipt  of 
relief  from  the  Poor  Rate.” 

The  extension  of  the  Old  Age  Pensions  to  persons  who 
were  formerly  in  receipt  of  Parish  Relief  must  of  necessity 
lessen  the  scope  of  this  Act. 

I am  strongly  of  opinion  that  Notification  of  Phthisis  is 
or  wdl  be  of  very  little  value  until  it  is  made  compulsory,  and 
power  given  to  the  Public  Health  Authorities  to  deal  with 
such  cases  by  isolation,  in  such  places  as  the  proper  treatment 


lO 


of  tlie  disease  can  be  carried  out.  Until  tlien  this  disease  will 
call  for  its  large  annual  toll. 

The  Guardians  of  Billericay  Union  erected  two  Shelters 
last  year  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  ; it  is  too 
early  yet  to  speak  with  any  certainty  of  the  benefits  derived 
from  these  Shelters,  but  viewing  the  matter  as  to  the  present 
time,  the  outlook  is  certainly  good.  1 wish  the  District 
Metiical  Officers  would  do  their  best  to  persuade  the  Fai  isli 
patients  to  take  advantage  of  these  Shelters  aiul  come  in  for 
treatment. 

Fifty-seven  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  as 
against  141  last  year.  41  of  these  were  Scarlet  Fever,  7 of 
Diphtheria,  5 of  Erysipelas,  2 of  Enteric. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year 

1910. 


CASES  NOTIFIED 

IN  WHOLE 

DISTRICT. 

^ 0 

^ ci 

9 ‘q. 

NOTIFIABLE  DLSEASE. 

At  Ages- 

— Yeaib 

0 0 g 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under  1 

1 . 

i 

1 

I to  5. 

5tOI5. 

15 

to  25. 

1 

to  65. 

65  and 
upwds. 

6 

Small -pox 

t'liolera 

Diphtheria  (incliuling 

... 

... 

... 

membranous  croup) 

7 

I 

3 

2 

I 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

41 

1 

6 

17 

i I 

5 

I 

Typhus  fever... 

Enteric  fever... 

2 

I 

I 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

I 

I 

... 

Plague 

Cerebro-Spinal 

... 

... 

... 

Meningitis  ... 

I 

I 

... 

Totals 

57 

2 

1 ^ 

20 

14 

13 

I 

This  is  a marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases,  due 
partly  to  the  increased  precautions  taken  and  the  more 
stringent  methods  adopted  when  an  outbreak  does  occur,  but 
also  due  in  part  to  the  law  of  averages,  by  which  we  get,  as  it 
were,  a lean  year  sometimes. 

There  has  been  no  special  epidemic  in  any  one  part  of  the 
district  during  the  year.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  Mount- 
nessing  supplied  several  cases,  in  which  the  infection  had  been 
directly  brought  from  Ingatestone.  None  of  the  cases  call 
for  special  comment.  There  was  only  i case  of  Enteric 
Fever  notified  from  the  Asylum,  as  against  7 last  year. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  was  occupied  all  the  year,  with 
the  exception  of  that  period  between  June  25th  and 
August  2nd.  In  all  there  were  41  cases  admitted.  32  of 
these  were  Scarlet  Fever,  7 were  Diphtheria,  i was  Enteric, 
and  I Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis.  None  of  these  cases  were 
of  exceptional  severity  or  call  for  any  special  comment. 

Of  the  41  cases  admitted  into  Hospital  14  were  from  the 
Brentwood  Urban  District. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital  was  42  days 
for  Scarlet  Fever  patients,  and  24  for  Diphtheria. 

Arrangements  have  now  been  made  whereby  this 
Authority  can  supply  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  to  medical  men  of 
the  district  for  the  use  of  parish  or  club  patients.  By  tins 
it  is  hoped  to  encourage  the  early  use  of  the  Antitoxin  in  all 
patients  before  their  admission  into  Hospital. 

The  work  of  the  Hospital  has  been  carried  out  in  a 
highly  efficient  manner  by  all  its  Staff.  No  extra  assistance 
in  the  nursing  was  required,  as  there  has  not  been  at  any  one 
time  a great  pressure  of  work. 
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PARISHES  IN  WHICH  THE  PRINCIPAL  ZYMOTIC 
DISEASES  WERE  NOTIFIED. 


Parish . 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

^ Enteric. 

Shenfield  ... 

3 

Warley 

9 

• • . 

1 

Mountnessing 

9 

... 

Great  Burstead 

I 

2 

Little  Burstead 

I 

Wickford  ... 

7 

Bowers  Gifford  ... 

I 

Hutton 

5 

2 

South  Weald 

Pitsea 

5 

2 

Ramsden  Grays  ... 

I 

Laindon 

... 

... 

I 

Total  ... 

41 

7 

2 

CASES  ADMITTED  INTO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 
DISEASES  AND  AGES  ON  ADMISSION. 


1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25—65 

Total. 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria  ;.. 

Enteric 

9 

2 

17 

5 

2 

I 

4 

32 

7 

I 

II 

22 

3 

4 

40 

13 


The  question  of  providing  increased  acconiniodation  at 
the  Hospital  has  l)een  considered  and  discussed  during  the 
year,  and  a plan  has  been  drawn  up  for  submission  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  their  approval. 

Despite  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  undue  pressure 
on  the  accommodation  of  the  Hospital  during  this  year,  I 
am  still  strongly  of  opinion  that  enlargement  is  necessary. 
Were  a serious  epidemic  to  occur  in  the  district  the  present 
accommodation  would  be  quite  insufficient  to  deal  with  it,  and 
with  the  increasing  number  of  houses  being  erected  adjacent 
to  each  other,  when  an  infectious  disease  does  break  out,  its 
spread  is  more  liable  to  be  large  and  rapid. 

The  Dairy  Industry  is  still  progressive,  and  is  practically 
the  farming  industry  of  the  district,  which  is  essentially 
agricultural. 

In  the  past  year  there  has  been  one  outbreak  of  Anthrax, 
at  Creasy’s  Farm,  Hutton,  owned  and  farmed  by  Messrs. 

J.  & H.  Matthews.  The  usual  history  was  obtained,  viz., 
nothing  was  noticed  to  be  amiss  with  the  cow  until  milking 
time,  when  she  did  not  give  her  usual  quantity  of  milk.  She 
died  a few  hours  afterwards.  All  the  usual  precautions  were 
taken,  and  the  body  of  the  cow  burnt,  and  I directed  that  the 
other  cows  should  not  be  turned  out  into  the  same  pastures  for 
six  weeks.  The  origin  is  difficult  to  determine.  The  cow 
had  been  on  the  farm  for  many  months,  and  had  been  fed  on  # 
pasture  alone  for  four  months  previous  to  the  outbreak. 

The  cowsheds  have  on  the  whole  been  kept  in  good  order, 
and  I note  with  satisfaction  the  increasing  care  which  is 
taken  by  the  dairy  farmer  to  ensure  the  cleanliness  of  the 
milk.  Some  of  the  sheds  in  the  Eastern  District  are  very 
poor  and  badly  constructed,  ill-ventilated,  and  badly  lighted  ; 
this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  this  district  there  are  many 
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small  farmers  who  have  little  or  no  capital  to  spend  on  their 
sheds,  and  who  find  it  difficult  to  make  a living  by  this  industry, 
and  on  many  of  the  farms  the  ground  is  very  poor  and  the 
pastures  do  not  give  the  requisite  food. 

The  London  County  Council  has  reported  several  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  among  the  cows  in  the  district.  In  each  case 
immediate  precautions  were  taken  to  stop  the  supply  of  milk 
from  such  cows,  and  generally  the  cow  was  fatted  up  and  sold 
in  the  public  market.  This  is  a condition  of  things  which 
should  not  be  allowed.  Such  cows  ought  to  be  killed  at  once, 
and  the  farmer  compensated  at  the  market  value. 

The  appointment  of  a Veterinary  Inspector,  who  should 
from  time  to  time  examine  and  inject  with  tuberculin  the  cows 
in  the  district  is  advisable,  in  order  to  ensure  the  healthiness 
of  the  milk. 

1 he  want  of  adequate  cottage  accommodation  is  as  great 
as  ever,  and  has  been  frequently  brought  before  this  Authority 
during  the  year.  Each  Parish  was  asked  to  say  whether  more 
cottages  were  required  in  their  respective  parishes.  Great 
Burstead,  Ramsden  Bellhouse,  and  Mountnessing  were  the 
only  ones  which  asked  for  new  cottages.  Mountnessin<r  with- 
drew  their  demand  subsequently,  as  an  offer  was  made  by  a 
private  individual  to  build  cottages,  on  certain  conditions.  1 
mucn  regret  that  all  the  other  parishes  have  not  the  courage 
to  ask  for  new  cottages,  as  there  is  not  one  parish  in  the 
district  of  this  Authority  where  they  are  not  wanted.  So 
many  of  the  present  cottages  are  falling  into  decay,  and 
becoming  unsafe  and  unfit  for  human  habitation,  that  if  the 
Public  Health  Acts  were  fully  carried  out  there  would  be  a 
large  number  of  cottages  closed  in  each  parish,  but  it  is  more 
humane  to  allow  the  poorer  families  in  the  district  to  dwell, 
even  in  these  insanitary,  unsafe  cottages,  tlian  to  turn  them 
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out  on  to  the  street  with  no  roof  to  their  heads.  I fear  the 
Parish  Autliorities  show  a greater  considerarion  for  the  rates 
and  the  ratepayers  than  for  the  sacreiiness  of  life  and  the 
future  welfare  of  the  nation.  Great  Burstead  parish,  for 
example,  sent  in  a requisition  for  30  new  cottages.  Plans 
have  been  got  out  for  the  erection  of  six  cottages  at  Ramsden 
Bellhouse,  but  since  then  a difficulty  has  arisen  with  regard  to 
the  title  of  the  Parish  Council  to  the  land  upon  which  it  is 
proposed  to  erect  them.  This  Authority  has  also  advertised 
for  ground  to  build  cottages  on  in  the  parishes  of  Great 
Burstead  and  Mountnessing,  but  up  to  the  present  no  definite 
steps  have  been  taken  to  build,  and  so  the  necessity  for 
cottages  is  as  great — and  greater — than  it  was  a year  ago. 

The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  has  now  come 
into  force,  calling  for  a large  amount  of  work  from  all  officials 
concerned  in  carrying  it  out.  The  Act  calls  for  the  inspection 
of  all  houses  in  the  district  and  a report  on  each.  This  part 
is  excellent  in  its  provisions,  but  it  will  reveal  more  forcibly 
than  ever  the  dirty,  insanitary,  defective,  and  dilapidated 
condition  of  many  of  the  cottages  of  the  district,  and  bring  to 
light  many  more  cases  of  overcrowding.  The  Act  empowers 
the  Sanitary  Authority  to  serve  notice  on  the  landlords  to 
make  their  cottages  properly  sanitary  and  habitable.  The 
owner  can,  however,  refuse  to  do  this,  and  instead  sh.ut  up  the 
cottage,  and  thus  a greater  evil  comes  about,  and  families  may 
get  turned  out  on  to  the  road  and  have  nowhere  to  go. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  section  of  the  Act  which  gives  the 
Local  Authority  power  to  build  new  cottages  is  quite  as  im- 
portant as  any  other,  and  should  be  the  first  to  be  put  into 
operation,  then  when  there  are  cottages  to  be  had  the 
Authority  will  be  able  to  close  cottages  which  are  unsafe  or 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  make  owners  abate  over- 
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crowding  nuisances,  with  a fair  chance  of  their  orders  being 
reasonably  carried  out. 

There  are  many  cottages  in  this  district  in  which  there 
are  only  two  and,  in  some  cases,  one  bedroom,  in  which 
families  of  varying  sizes  and  ages  dwell,  a condition  of  things 
which  tends  towards  ill-health  and  immorality. 

The  great  outcry  of  the  present  day  is  the  deficiency  of 
adequate  labour  in  the  rural  districts  and  the  overcrowding 
in  the  towns,  due  to  the  emigration  of  the  peasant  class  from 
the  country  to  the  towns  ; this  is  not  likely  to  decrease  in  the 
future  unless  an  effort  is  made  to  provide  homes  for  the 
labourers  in  the  rural  districts. 

What  is  wanted  are  good  cottages,  with  three  or  four 
bedrooms,  a living  room,  scullery,  and  pantry,  with  a good 
water  supply,  good  drainage,  and  a garden,  and  let  at  a rental 
of  3/-  to  4/-  a week. 

Another  evil  exists  in  our  midst  at  certain  times  of  the 
year.  I refer  to  the  immigration  into  the  district  of  many  of 
the  poorest  from  the  East  End  of  London  for  the  pea-picking 
season.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  number  actually  come  into 
our  district,  but  roughly  I should  think  it  to  be  somewhere 
between  200  to  300  persons.  These  consist  of  men  and 
women,  young  and  old,  they  come  down  and  are  engaged  for 
pea-picking  as  long  as  it  lasts.  No  accommodation  is  pro- 
vided for  them  for  nights,  and  they  sleep  in  barns  or  stables 
or  outbuildings  attached  to  the  farms,  and  as  a rule  no  dis- 
crimination is  made  between  the  sexes. 


The  problem  of  their  accommodation  is  a difficult  one. 
Who  IS  to  bear  the  expense  of  providing  suitable  lodging  for 
them  . 1 he  wages  they  earn  hardly  permit  of  the  workers 

providing  it  for  themselves. 
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The  Southend  Waterworks  Company  liave  extended  tlieir 
mains  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  such  as  Basildon, 
Mountnessing,  Laindon,  and  Little  Burstead. 

The  South-Essex  Waterworks  Company  have  also 
extended  theirs  to  Bentley  School  and  in  the  Parish  of 
Hutton. 

The  new  sewer  for  draining  parts  of  South  Weald  and 
Shenfield  has  been  laid,  and  the  low-lying  portions  of  these 
districts  are  now  satisfactorily  drained. 

The  Mountnessing  Parish  Council  has  decided  to  make 
an  extension  of  the  sewer  along  the  main  road  to  Sheep’s 
Head  Green.  This  sewer  will  take  the  drainage  of  all  cottages 
and  houses  along  the  main  road  in  Mountnessing  parish. 

The  Local  Government  Board  held  an  [nquiry  during  the 
year  regarding  the  system  of  drainage  required  for  Billericay 
and  that  part  of  Mountnessing  adjacent.  Some  difficulty  and 
delay  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  the  site  for  the  out- 
fall works,  but  that  I understand  is  now  in  a fair  way  to  be 
overcome,  and  with  the  Local  Government  Board’s  consent, 
which  has  now  been  granted,  it  is  hoped  that  this  much- 
discussed  and  long-delayed  sewerage  scheme  will  evolve  from 
the  regions  of  talk  and  discussion  and  assume  a more  real  form 
during  the  corning  year.  The  urgency  for  this  scheme  grows 
greater  each  year.  As  fresh  houses  are  being  constantly  put 
up,  the  amount  of  pollution  of  the  various  watercourses 
becomes  ever  the  greater.  Four  large  sewers  and  many 
smaller  ones  still  empty  themselves,  without  any  attempt  at 
purification,  into  the  watercourses. 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  and  garbage 
has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  my  Authority.  In  many 
different  parts  of  the  Eastern  District  in  particular  there  exist 
rows  of  houses  with  practically  no  garden  and  no  means 
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whatever  of  disposing  of  refuse  and  garbage.  At  present  it 
is  thrown  on  to  the  yard  in  a heap,  generally  a few  feet  from 
the  back  door  and  windows  of  the  house,  and  there  allowed  to 
rot  and  become  foul,  until  by  reason  of  its  quantity  it  has  to 
be  removed,  but  meantime  it  has  lain  in  this  foul  condition 
for  many  weeks,  setting  up  all  the  insanitary  conditions  which 
breed  disease,  and  in  summer  encouraging  flies  in  large 
numbers. 

I think  a cart  should  be  sent  round  once  or  twice  a week 
to  remove  all  such  refuse  to  a place  where  it  can  be  disposed 
of  with  public  safety,  either  as  manure  or  by  burning. 

The  general  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  made,  and 
there  is  on  the  whole  a fairly  satisfactory  condition  and  a 
greater  realisation  of  the  blessings  of  sanitation. 

Several  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  many  samples 
of  water  analysed. 

I append  the  Inspector’s  report. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  DOUGLAS  WELLS,  M.H. 
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ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


SU  MM  A RY  . OF  WORK  done  throuj^h  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Billericay 
(Western  Division)  during  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
igio  : — 

33  Complaints  received. 

142  Nuisances  detected  without  complaint. 

155  Nuisances  abated. 

48  Notices  served. 

9 Summon.ses  taken  out. 

9 Convictions. 

272  Cottages  inspected. 

Lodging-houses  inspected,  nil. 

6 Slaughter-houses  inspected. 

6 Bakehouses  inspected. 

20  Dairies  and  Milk  shops  inspected. 

41  Cowsheds  inspected. 

17  Workshops  inspected. 

4 Filthy  liouses  cleansed,  sec.  46  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

24  Houses  disinfected. 

5 Overcrowding  abated. 

3 Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair. 

2 Houses  closed. 

23  Houses  erected  or  rebuilt  for  which  Water  “Certificates”  were 
applied. 

21  “ Certificates”  granted. 

2 ,,  deferred. 

3 Wells  sunk  or  improved  supplies  of  water  afforded. 

4 Wells  cleansed  or  repaired. 

Wells  closed,  nil. 

19  Houses  connected  with  sewers. 
ig  __  ,,  with  water  mains. 

10  Earth,  pail,  or  improved  Privies  constructed  or  existing  Privies 
altered. 

8 Privies  an<l  W.C.’s  repaired  ; W.C.  s supplied  with  water. 

I Cistern  cleansed,  repaired,  or  covered. 

I Animal  improperly  kept  removed. 

18  Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis. 

Compensation  paid  lor  destruction  of  infected  bedding,  ,^1  6s.  iid. 

I Seizure  of  unsound  Meat,  &c. 


(Signed)  SAMUEL  J.  SHELLEY. 
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ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  done  through  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  the  Eastern  Sanitary  District  ol  Billericay 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  igio  : — 

27  Complaints  received. 

156  Nuisances  detected  without  complaint. 

139  Nuisances  abated. 

44  Notices  served. 

Summonses  taken  out. 

Convictions. 

280  Cottages  inspected. 

Lodging-houses  inspected,  nil. 

4 Slaughter-houses  inspected. 

9 Bakehouses  inspected. 

51  Dairies  and  Milk  shops  inspected. 

49  Cowsheds  inspected. 

10  Workshops  inspected. 

Filthy  houses  cleansed,  sec.  46  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

15  Houses  disinfected. 

2 Overcrowding  abated. 

17  Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair. 

4 Houses  closed. 

89  Houses  erected  or  rebuilt  for  which  Water  “Certificates”  were 
applied. 

58  “ Certificates”  granted. 

31  I.  deferred. 

Wells  sunk  or  improved  supplies  of  water  afforded. 

4 Wells  cleansed  or  repaired. 

Wells  closed,  nil. 

15  Houses  connected  with  sewers. 

161  ,,  ,,  with  water  mains. 

38  Earth,  pail,  or  improved  Privies  constructed  or  existing  Privies 
altered. 

21  Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired  ; W.C.'s  supplied  with  water. 

5 Cistern  cleansed,  repaired,  or  covered. 

2 Animals  improperly  kept  removed. 

15  Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis. 

Compensation  paid  lor  destruction  of  infected  bedding.  12s. 
Seizure  of  unsound  Meat,  &c. 


(Signed)  R.  J-  W.  LAYLA ND. 


